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THE  SERJEANT  SURGEONS 

THEIR  OFFICE. 

By  D’ARCY  POWER,  F.  S.  A. 


Lord  Lister  has  been  appointed  to  the  office  of  Serjeant  surgeon 
to  Queen  Victoria  rendered  vacant  by  the  death  of  Sir  James 
Paget  at  the  end  of  the  year  1899.  The  Sergeant  surgeons 
ranked  above  the  King’s  Principal  surgeon  though  on  several  occasions 
the  two  offices  were  held  by  the  same  individual.  The  Serjeant  surgeons 
were  originally  military  surgeons  whose  first  duty  was  to  attend  the 
King  upon  the  battle  field.  John  Ranby  was  the  last  to  perform  this 
duty  when  he  attended  George  II  at  the  battle  of  Dettingen  in  1743. 
The  first  Serjeant  surgeon  appears  to  have  been  appointed  in  1461, 
but  from  1560  to  1891  there  were  two  Serjeant  surgeons,  whilst  from 
time  to  time  additional  appointments  were  made  with  the  title  of 
“Serjeant  Surgeon  Extraordinary”,  this  post  usually  carrying  with  it 
a reversion  to  the  principal  Serjeant  surgeoncy  on  the  next  vacancy. 
Each  Seijeant  surgeon  received  a salary  of  40  marks,  equivalent  to  a 
sum  of  £26.13/4  per  annum,  with  an  allowance  of  meat  and  drink, 
known  technically  as  “a  bouge  of  Court”,  with  wine,  wax  and  all 
requisites  for  carrying  out  cures.  The  bouge  of  Court  was  a valuable 
perquisite  for  in  1640  at  the  beginning  of  “the  broken  times”  of 
the  Rebellion  in  England  Dr.  William  Harvey,  the  King’s  Physician, 
exchanged  his  diet  for  an  allowance  of  £ 200  a year.  It  is  probable 
that  the  wax  was  a perquisite  connected  with  the  duty  of  embalming 
deceased  members  of  the  Royal  family  for  Mr.  Serjeant  Surgeon 
Knight  complains  in  September  1662  that  “he  received  the  usual  fee 
for  embalming  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  but  is  now  ordered  to  divide 
it  with  Richard  Wiseman,  Surgeon  in  Ordinary.  He  begs  not  to  be 
made  the  only  person  who  has  had  his  fee  taken  from  him.”  For 
many  years  past  the  salary  of  the  Serjeant  surgeon  has  been  a fixed 
payment  of  £ 280  a year,  though  in  1780  each  received  £ 396.13/4. 

The  office  carried  with  it  certain  well-defined  professional  priv- 
ileges. In  the  United  Company  of  Barbers  and  Surgeons  (1540— 1745) 
the  Serjeant  surgeon  sat  next  the  last  Master  of  the  Company : in 
the  Surgeons’  Company  (1745 — 1796)  the  King’s  Serjeant  surgeon 
was  admitted  into  the  Council  and  Court  of  Examiners  on  the  first 
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vacancy  ancl  was  looked  upon  as  a Past  Master.  At  the  Royal 
College  of'  Surgeons  of  England  (1800)  the  first  Charter  confirmed 
these  rights  to  the  Serjeant  surgeons.  The  Charter  of  1822  enacts 
that  the  Serjeant  surgeons  shall  be  elected  to  the  Court  of  Examiners 
— a lucrative  and  honourable  position  — upon  the  first  vacancy 
provided  that  they  have  been  elected  already  Members  of  the  Council. 
But  it  provides  expressly  that  the  office  of  Serjeant  surgeon  shall 
give  no  preference  in  respect  of  admission  to  the  Council.  The 
Charter  of  1843  confirms  these  privileges  and  it  was  not  until  1852 
that  they  fell  into  abeyance. 

I have  recently  compiled  the  following  list  of  Serjeant  surgeons 
and  it  is  published  in  the  British  Medical  Journal,  vol.  1,  1900, 
p.  583.  It  is  confessedly  incomplete  but  as  the  office  was  held 
under  a patent  for  life  the  date  of  death  in  each  case  gives  the 
approximate  date  of  the  next  appointment. 

1461.  William  Hobbes,  who  is  said  to  be  the  first  Serjeant  Surgeon. 
Thomas  Morstede  (1415),  William  Bredewardyne  (1416)  and 
John  Harwe  (1423)  the  surgeons  who  attended  Henry  V in 
his  French  campaigns  did  not  receive  this  title  but  are  called 
simply  “surgeons  to  the  King”. 

6 Aug.  1513.  Marcellus  de  la  More. 

29  April  1530.  Thomas  Yicary  was  granted  the  office  of  Serjeant 
Surgeon  “as  soon  as  Marcellus  de  la  More  shall  die,  or  resign 
or  forfeit  his  post”.  More  died  or  disappeared  from  England 
at  some  time  after  Easter  1535  when  he  received  his  last 
payment  and  Vicary  obtained  his  first  quarter’s  salary  as 
Serjeant  Surgeon  on  20th.  September  1535.  He  filled  the 
office  under  Henry  VIII,  Edward  AH,  Mary  and  Elizabeth 
until  his  death  in  1561. 

1562.  Richard  Ferris  who  died  in  1566. 

1565.  Robert  Balthrop  surgeon  to  Edward  AH  and  serjeant  surgeon 
Queen  Elizabeth.  He  died  9 December  1591  and  is  buried 
in  the  Church  of  St.  Bartholomew-the-Less  within  St. 
Bartholomew’s  Hospital  to  which  he  was  surgeon. 

1591  George  Baker,  who  died  in  1604.  He  quarrelled,  we  are  told, 
with  William  Clowes,  father  of  Mr.  Serjeant  Surgeon  Clowes 
and  to  the  great  scandal  of  the  profession  at  the  time  the 
two  opponents  so  “misused  eche  other  that  they  fought  in 
the  fields  together.” 

1592.  William  Gooderus  who  attended  the  wounded  in  the  expedition 
to  the  Low  Countries  under  the  Earl  of  Leicester  in  lo85. 


3 


1603.  Gilbert  Primrose  who  had  been  surgeon  to  James  I when  he 
was  king  of  Scotland.  His  son  James,  a pupil  ot  Riolanus, 
was  one  of  the  most  pestilent  opponents  of  Harvey. 

1609.  Christopher  Frederick.  He  attended  an  embassy  to  Spain  in 
1605  and  died  in  1623.  His  son  Sir  John  Frederick  was 
Lord  Mayor  of  Londen  in  1661. 

1625.  William  Clowes  the  younger  was  appointed  on  the  accession 
of  Charles  I and  died  30  October  1648. 

1642.  [The  grant  confirmed  March  1660—1.]  Richard  Pyle,  married 
' Catherine  Clowes  flT  niec^>  of  Mr.  Serjeant  Surgeon  Clowes. 
yie  was  tlie  surgeon  in  personal  attendance  upon  Prince 
Charles,  afterwards  King  Charles  H,  in  the  West  of  England 
Campaign  of  1645  — 6.  His  place  taken  at  Jersey  by  Mr. 
Richard  Wiseman,  afterwards  Serjeant  Surgeon. 

1661.  Humphry  Painter  who  had  probably  been  one  of  the  surgeons 
in  ordinary  to  King  Charles  I.  He  died  in  1672  and  was 
succeeded  in  the  office  by  Richard  Wiseman. 

1661.  John  Knight  was  one  of  those  Avho  attended  Charles  II  on 
his  voyage  from  the  Hague  to  Dover  at  the  Restoration  in 
1660.  He  was  constantly  occupied  with  matters  connected 
with  sick  and  wounded  seamen  during  the  Dutch  war.  He 
was  therefore  mainly  a naval  surgeon  but  as  the  two  services 
were  not  then  separate  he  also  acted  from  time  to  time  as 
Surgeon-General  to  the  Army. 

1665.  Richard  Wiseman  was  appointed  Serjeant-Surgeon  Extraordi- 
nary and  on  Febr.  15,  1670 — 1 a warrant  was  issued  appointing 
him  Serjeant  Surgeon  to  the  King  in  place  of  Humphry  Painter 
deceased.  Wiseman  had  attended  Charles  II  in  his  wanderings 
through  France,  Flanders,  Holland  and  Scotland.  He  was 
taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Worcester  and  was  im- 
prisoned for  a time  at  Lambeth.  He  died  in  1676  and  is 
justly  considered  one  of  the  founders  of  modern  clinical 
surgery  in  England. 

1687.  Thomas  Hobbs. 

1697.  Thomas  Gardiner. 

1702.  Charles  Bernard,  an  illustrious  literary  surgeon.  He  collected 
a valuable  library  with  especial  attention  to  the  condition 
and  binding  of  the  books.  It  was  sold  by  auction  after  his 
death  in  1711.  Swift  writing  about  it  to  Stella  says  that 
he  had  an  “itch  to  lay  out  some  nine  or  ten  pounds  for  one 
fine  editions  of  fine  authors”  at  the  sale  but  “they  were  in 
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the  middle  of  Physic  hooks,  so  I bought  none,  and  they  are 
so  dear  I believe  I shall  buy  none.”  Bernard’s  daughter 
Elizabeth  married  her  father’s  apprentice  who  succeeded  him 
at  Court  and  war. 

1720.  Ambrose  Dickins  surgeon  to  St.  George’s  Hospital.  He  died 
in  1747  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Caesar  Hawkins. 

1729.  Claudius  Amyand  also  surgeon  to  St.  George’s  Hospital  who  died 
in  1740.  His  eldest  son  was  Under-Secretary  of  State  in  1750. 

1740.  John  Ranby.  He  anticipated  the  use  of  quinine  by  showing 
that  hark  was  more  active  when  it  was  given  with  an  elixir 
of  vitriol.  He  died  28  August  1773. 

1747.  (Sir)  Caesar  Hawkins  a pupil  of  John  Ranby  and  the  first 
prominent  member  of  a family  which  afterwards  became 
illustrious  in  divinity,  physic  and  surgery.  He  was  the 
inventor  of  the  cutting  gorget  for  lithotomy  and  is  said  to 
have  made  a thousand  pounds  a year  by  phlebotomy  alone. 
He  died  13  February  1786. 

Before  1765.  David  Middleton. 

Before  1769.  Thomas  Gataker,  Serjeant-Surgeon  Extraordinary,  the 
translator  of  Le  Dran’s  Surgery. 

1773.  Robert  Adair,  surgeon  to  the  Forces  at  the  siege  of  Quebec. 
He  died  in  1790. 

Before  1783  but  after  1753  Pennell  Hawkins  surgeon  to  the  Middlesex 
Hospital  and  brother  of  Sir  Caesar  Hawkins. 

1786.  Charles  Hawkins,  son  of  Sir  Caesar  Hawkins  and  the  first 
Master  in  1800  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Sir  Everard  Home. 

1790.  George  Edward  Hawkins  son  of  Pennell  Hawkins  and  nephew 
of  Sir  Caesar  Hawkins. 

1793.  (Sir)  David  Dundas,  an  apothecary  at  Richmond  whose  ap- 
pointment gave  great  umbrage  to  the  London  Surgeons. 

1808.  Sir  Everard  Home  the  pupil  and  brother-in-law  ol  John 
Hunter.  He  died  31  August  1832. 

1826.  Sir  Patrick  Macgregor. 

1828.  Sir  Astley  Paston  Cooper  the  great  surgeon  who  revolutionised 
the  knowledge  of  his  contemporaries  about  hernia  and  dislo- 
cations. He  earned  by  his  profession  in  one  year  no  less 
than  £21,000.  He  died  12  February  1841. 

1834.  Sir  Benjamin  Collins  Brodie  whose  chief  work  was  upon  the 
treatment  of  joint  disease  and  the  surgery  ol  breast  tumours. 
He  was  president  of  the  Royal  Society  and  died  21  October  1 862. 
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1837.  Robert  Keate,  Inspector-General  of  Hospitals  and  nephew  of 
Thomas  Keate  the  colleague  of  John  Hunter  at  St.  George’s 
Hospital.  He  died  2 October  1857  and  with  his  death  was 
ended  the  direct  connection  of  the  Serjeant  Surgeoncy  with 
the  army. 

1857.  Benjamin  Travers  died  6 March  1858. 

1858.  Sir  William  Lawrence  one  of  the  most  eloquent  speakers  of 
his  time.  He  died  5 July  1867. 

1862.  Caesar  Henry  Hawkins,  a grandson  of  Sir  Caesar  Hawkins 
who,  though  a good  operator,  was  always  more  anxious  to 
teach  his  pupil  how  to  save  a limb  than  how  to  remove  it. 
He  died  20  July  1884. 

1867.  Sir  William  Fergusson  who  died  10  February  1877. 

1877.  Sir  James  Paget  who  applied  Pathology  to  Clinical  surgeryF" 
and  died  30  December  1899. 

1884.  Sir  Prescott  Gardner  Hewett  who  died  19  January  1891. 

1900.  Lord  Lister,  President  of  the  Royal  Society  and  the  reformer 
of  Surgical  Technique. 


